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COURSE OUTLINE
English 186
Basic Reading Laboratory
I. Catalog Statement
English 186 is an individualized course of study designed to improve a student’s English
reading skills. The course covers reading techniques, vocabulary development, and
comprehension and analysis skills.
Units – 1.0
Laboratory Hours – 3.0
Prerequisite: Placement is based on a composite of test scores and academic background.
II. Course Entry Expectations
Skills Level Ranges: Reading 2; Writing 2; Listening/Speaking 3; Math 0

III. Course Exit Standards
Upon successful completion of the required coursework, the student will be able to:
1. score at a third-grade level on a standardized reading test
2. apply word attack and reading strategies to improve comprehension of reading selections
3. answer comprehension, analysis, synthesis, and application questions based on a simple
reading selection
4. analyze data presented in diagrams, charts, graphs, and other graphic formats

IV. Course Content
A. Reading Strategies
1. Previewing, scanning, and prediction
2. Decoding words
3. Word structure
4. Using context clues
5. Meaning from context
6. Patterns of organization
B. Literal Comprehension
1. Finding the main idea
2. Locating details
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14 hours
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C. Inferential Comprehension
1. Finding the unstated main idea
2. Restating information
3. Identifying cause and effect
4. Drawing conclusions
D. Analysis
1. Recognizing fact and opinion
2. Identifying bias and tone
3. Identifying elements of style and structure
E. Graphs and Diagrams
1. Understanding illustrations and diagrams
2. Understanding charts, graphs, and tables

6 hours

4 hours

4 hours

V. Methods of Presentation
The following instructional methodologies may be used in the course:
1. classroom lecture
2. individual conferences
3. individualized computer added instruction
4. power point presentations
VI. Assignments and Methods of Evaluation
1. diagnostic tests at the beginning of the course
2. diagnostic test at the end of the course
3. a quiz at the end of each section or unit
VII.

Textbooks
Cavina, K., Critical Thinking and Basic Writing, 1889850101, De Anza Press, 1999

VIII.

Student Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion, the student will be able to:
1. apply word attack skills and reading strategies such as previewing, scanning and
prediction; decoding words; using context clues; and using patterns of organization to
improve comprehension of reading selections
2. comprehend, analyze, and synthesize course readings which may include graphic formats
such as charts or graphs to answer reading questions

