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I.

Catalog Statement
HIST 107 is a general political survey of the world from earliest times to the Carolingian
Empire, c.800, with emphasis on the development of human ideas, arts, and institutions.
Emphasis is placed upon the contributions to civilization made in ancient times in Egypt,
Greece, Rome, India, China, and other powers. An attempt is made to give the student a
perspective on the past.
Total Lecture Units: 3.0
Total Course Units: 3.0
Total Lecture Hours: 48.0
Total Faculty Contact Hours: 48.0
Recommended Preparation: Eligibility for ENGL 101.

II.

Course Entry Expectations
Skills Level Ranges: Reading 6, Writing 6, Listening/Speaking 6, Math 2.
Prior to enrolling in the course, the student should be able to:
1. read at the 12th grade level or higher;
2. understand abstract and complex collegiate reading selections;
3. write an organized and grammatically correct essay which focuses on a central idea
and employs specific details;
4. complete a research paper, write essay exams, or complete other types of writing
assignments;
5. communicate learning, conceptual understanding and critical analysis skills through
writing research papers, essay exams, or other types of writing assignments;
6. learn material through class discussion and lecture;
7. add, subtract, multiply, and divide using whole numbers, fractions, and decimals;
8. convert fractions and decimals to percentages.

III.

Course Exit Standards
Upon successful completion of the required coursework, the student will be able to:
1. demonstrate the ability to interpret primary and secondary sources and to compose an
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2.
3.
4.
5.
IV.

argument which uses them, as appropriate, for support;
analyze broad patterns of change on both interregional scales and within complex
societies;
demonstrate an understanding of civilization through multiple analytical categories
such as race, class, gender and ethnicity;
explain the historical significance of major discoveries, inventions, and scientific
achievements;
explain the historical significance in art, music, architecture, literature, and religion.

Course Content

Total Faculty Contact Hours = 48 hours

A. The Earliest Beginnings
1. History and prehistory
2. Culture of the early Paleolithic people
3. Later Paleolithic culture
4. Neolithic culture

4 hours

B. The Egyptian Civilization
1. Political history under the Pharaohs
2. Egyptian religion
3. Egyptian art
4. Social and economic life

4 hours

C. The Mesopotamian and Persian Civilization
1. From the Sumerian to the Persian conquest
2. Sumerian origins of Mesopotamian civilization
3. Old Babylonian developments
4. The evolution of Assyria
5. Chaldean supremacy
6. History and culture of the Persian Empire
7. Zoroastrian religion

4 hours

D. The Hebrew Civilization
1. Hebrew origins
2. Hebrew religious evolution
3. Hebrew culture
4. Magnitude of Hebrew influence

4 hours

E. Hittite, Minoan, Mycenaean, and Lesser Civilizations
1. Hittites
2. Minoan and Mycenaean civilizations
3. Lydians and Phoenicians

4 hours

F. Ancient Indian Civilization
1. Vedic Age in India
2. Epic Age: emergence of Hinduism

3 hours
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3. Reform movements: rise of Buddhism
G. Ancient Chinese Civilization
1. The formative stage
2. The Chou Dynasty

3 hours

H. Greek Civilization
1. Greek Dark Ages
2. Evolution of the city-states
3. Armed camp of Sparta
4. The Athenian triumph and tragedy
5. Greek though and culture
6. Meaning of Greek art

4 hours

I. The Hellenistic Civilization
1. Political history and institutions
2. Economic and social developments
3. Philosophy, literature, and art
4. First great age of science
5. Religion in the Hellenistic Age

4 hours

J. Roman Civilization
1. Early Italy and the Roman Monarchy
2. Early republic
3. War with Carthage
4. Social struggles of the late republic
5. Principate of the early empire
6. Culture and life during the early empire
7. Roman law
8. Crisis of the Third Century
9. Causes for Rome’s decline
10. Roman heritage

5 hours

K. Christianity and the Transformation of the Roman World
1. The reorganized empire
2. The emergence and triumph of Christianity
3. Germanic invasions and fall of the Roman Empire in the west
4. Shaping of western Christian thought
5. Eastern Rome and the west

4 hours

L. The Far East and Africa in Transition
1. Flowering of the Hindu civilization
2. Growth of China
3. Civilizations in Africa south of the Sahara

5 hours
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V.

Methods of Instruction
The following methods of instruction may be used in the course:
1. lecture and discussion;
2. multimedia;
3. student individual or group presentations and discussions;
4. on-line (including hybrid, blogs, discussion group, etc.);
5. outside reading of reserve books and articles from scholarly journals;
6. museums visits;
7. guest lectures.

VI.

Out of Class Assignments
The following out of class assignments may be used in the course:
1. research paper (e.g. a research paper in which students compare and contrast the
religions of Egypt and Mesopotamia);
2. essay (e.g. political systems of the Greek city-states and Roman republic to establish
the legacies these cultures left to the modern world);
3. individual or group project (project that reveals the culture of ancient Chinese society).

VII.

Methods of Evaluation
The following methods of evaluation may be used in the course:
1. three to five one-hour in class examinations and a final examination requiring
demonstration of course exit standards;
2. class participation demonstrating course exit standards;
3. instructor evaluation of in-class essays (evaluation of essays focused on the students’
ability to identify and use key concepts offered in the lecture);
4. instructor’s evaluation of student analysis of secondary sources offering divergent
interpretations of the past (e.g. evaluation of different explanations for the rise of the
Rome).

VIII. Textbook(s)
Duiker, William, and Jackson J. Spielvogel. World History, Volume 1, Seventh Edition.
Boston: Wadsworth/Cengage Learning, 2012. Print.
16th Grade Reading Level. ISBN: 978-1111831660.
IX.

Student Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of the required coursework in History of Civilization
(Pre-History to 800), the student will be able to:
1. explain ways in which the world’s physical and natural environment, especially
climate, has affected and been affected by developments in human history;
2. analyze ways in which human groups have interacted with one another, including
trade, migration, warfare, cultural exchange, and biological exchange, from early
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times to 1500 C.E.;
3. compare distinctive forms of the roots of political, social, and economic organization
in the world and explain their value-orientation;
4. assess the effect on these cultural characteristics and contributions made by the major
religious systems of Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, and
Confucianism;
5. compare ideals, practices, and historical developments of major belief systems and
philosophical and value-oriented systems;
6. analyze social, cultural, political and economic systems across national, regional, and
cultural boundaries;
7. explain the historical significance of cultural developments such as art, music,
architecture, literature and religion and how they indicate the values of a people;
8. identify, summarize and assess the effect of major trends and their component events
in cultural, social, economic, and political history, with emphasis on the following
major areas: the rise of major religions, the early middle ages in western and
contemporary eastern civilization;
9. recognize, identify, and describe the cultural contributions to world civilization made
by each of these groups and their territorial subdivisions;
10. identify major discoveries, inventions, scientific achievements, and technological
advances and explain their historical significance;
11. explain the significance of shifts in economic systems from agrarian to industrialized
societies to compare classical and non-classical societies.

