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COURSE OUTLINE
Developmental Skills Lab 053
Liter atur e and Composition

I.

Catalog Statement
Developmental Skills Lab 053 is a reading and composition course designed for students
who desire to earn high school elective credit. This course includes a variety of types of
literature including fiction, nonfiction, drama, and poetry. Students will write short
answer and essay responses to the literature as well as writing original work within
various genres.
Units — 0.0
Total Laboratory Hours — 100.0
Note: This is a self-paced course in an open-entry, open-exit lab environment.
Successful completing of the course earns 5 high school credits.

II.

Cour se Entr y Expectations
Skills Level Ranges: Reading: 3, Writing: 3, Listening/Speaking: 4, Math: 1.

III.

Cour se Exit Standar ds
Upon successful completion of the required coursework, the student will be able to:
1. write a well-organized and appropriate response to a work of literature;
2. incorporate appropriate literary terms and concepts in the responses;
3. write an original short story, scene from a play, poem, or nonfiction piece.

IV.

Cour se Content
A.

B.

Fiction
1.
Elements of fiction
2.
Literary terms and devices
3.
Responding to literature
a. essay format
b. critiquing a work of literature
c. quoting and footnoting
Nonfiction
1.
Essays
2.
Biographical
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C.

D.

E.

V.

3.
Journals
4.
Responding to nonfiction
Poetry
1.
Elements of poetry
2.
Poetic terms and devices
3.
Formats
4.
Responding to poetry
Drama
1.
The structure of drama
2.
Dramatic devices
3.
Responding to drama
Composition
1.
Conventions of the genre
2.
Writing process
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Methods of Pr esentation
The following instructional methodologies may be used in the course:
1. independent study using worksheets and texts;
2. computer-aided instruction;
3. small group instruction;
4. video instruction.

VI.

Assignments and Methods of Evaluation
In-class writing.
Unit assessment tests.
Response to literature assignments.
Evaluation of original work(s).

VII.

Textbook(s)
Applebee, A., et al. The Language of Literature: American Literature. 1st Edition
Evanston: McDougal Littell, 2002.
11th Grade Textbook Reading Level. ISBN 0-618-17047-2

VIII. Student Lear ning Outcome
•
•

analyze a work of literature and write a well-organized and appropriate response using
quotes or examples from the text;
use appropriate literary terms and concepts in the responses;

